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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF VOLCANOLOGY AND CHEMISTRY OF THE EARTH'S INTERIOR 

 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 

I write in the wake of one of the most 

successful and well-attended 

Scientific Assemblies in the history 

of IAVCEI. The Portland 2017 

Scientific Assembly surpassed all 

expectations in all respects. I repeat 

here my words of congratulations and 

thanks to all who had a hand in the 

organisation and execution of the 

meeting especially the local 

organising and planning participants. 

We can all be proud of the profile and 

reputation that the resonance of the 

Portland meeting is bringing to 

IAVCEI. 

 

After the meeting is before the meeting and the countdown is now 

running for the next Cities on Volcanoes (COV 10) meeting which 

will return to Naples for 2-7 September 2018. We eagerly await 

the finalisation of the program which I am sure will match all of 

our fondest wishes. Do your part by suggesting session proposals 

by the upcoming deadline of October 30. 

 

Further afield lies the incipient planning for IUGG 2019 General 

Assembly.  Together with Vice-President Shan da Silva I just 

attended an IUGG Council meeting in Montr®al at the venue of 

the 2019 meeting. It is truly a marvellous location, both inside and 

outside of the Palais des Congr¯s de Montr®al. We were strongly 

supported by session proposals from the IAVCEI community and 

thus able to argue effectively for a large expected presence there 

in July of 2019. Put it in your calendar! 

 

As I am sure many of you know a further step towards the coming 

years of IAVCEIËs meeting activities was accomplished at 

Portland, namely the choice of Rotorua, New Zealand as the 

venue of the next IAVCEI Scientific Assembly in 2021. Our 

congratulations go to the authors of the bid and our deepest thanks 

go to the proposers of all bids over which the executive committee 

had the honour of deliberating. 

 

Finally, a contract has been signed on behalf of IAVCEI with a 

professional Association services company specialising in 

communities of our size. With that, and with the continued hard 

work of both the executive committee and in particular your 

Secretary-General, Roberto Sulpizio, you should begin feeling the 

impact of improvements in information and services very soon. 

 

In a time plagued by several recent natural catastrophes 

(hurricanes, earthquakes and now more eruptive evacuations) I 

wish you all the good fortune and wherewithal you need to cope, 

wherever you may beé 

 

éand I observe that IAVCEI and the research and applications 

that its community develops has never been more important.  

 

 
Mount St Helens gave its best during the mid-conference fieldtrip. 

Photo: K. N®meth 

 
 

Don Dingwell 

President of the 

IAVCEI 
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IAVCEI 2017 PORTLAND 

14 ï 18 August 2017 

ñFostering Integrative Studies of Volcanismò 

Report from the Local Organising Committee 

 

A few weeks have passed since the IAVCEI 2017 Scientific 

Assembly in Portland, Oregon, USA. The organizing committee 

was ecstatic (and frankly speaking, relieved) to see how well the 

conference unfolded, including a week of nearly perfect weather. 

This conference was 4 years in the making and there were times 

when we were unsure how things would work out. We truly hope 

everyone who attended enjoyed the conference and will fondly 

remember its field trips (including the epic staging of the 

mid-conference trips), workshops, social gatherings, and of 

course the amazing end-of-conference concert party with the 

iconic Portland band Pink Martini.  

 

We are very grateful for all of our conference sponsors (listed on 

www.iavcei2017.org), without whom the conference would have 

been far less successful and enjoyable, and much more expensive! 

We express a heartfelt thank-you to everybody who contributed to 

the success of this conference: members of all the conference 

committees; session organizers and conveners; field trip leaders 

and workshop instructors; student volunteers; our webmaster; our 

colleagues who engaged in social media activity to promote the 

conference and provide a communication platform; and last but 

not least, to YOU the conference participants! 

 

Below, we leave you with some conference statistics to ponder, 

and information on how to access copies of the pre/post-meeting 

field guides. We wish the organizers of the 2021 Scientific 

Assembly all the best! 

 

See you in New Zealand! 

 

Sincerely, 

Martin Streck and Jon Major 

Co-chairs, local organizing committee 

 

Conference statistics 

 

Registration: 

Total registrants including 9 media members: 1331 

Registration breakdown: 

     863 members 

     382 non-members 

       24 1-day registrants from K-12 education and emergency 

management communities 

       39 recent early career (mix of member and non-member not 

included in count above) 

       14 guests 

         9 media  

 

Of the 1245 registered members and non-members: 

   Professional member (non-student): 591 

   Student member: 272 

   Professional non-member (non-student): 240 

   Student non-member: 142 

 

Breakdown professional vs. student: 

  Total professional (non-student), including early career and 

1-day registrants: 894 

  Total students: 414 

 

Number of countries represented by conference registrants: 50 

Top 10 countries with registrants: 

     U.S.: 627 

     UK: 141 

     Japan: 100 

     New Zealand: 64 

     Canada: 42 

     France: 41 

     Italy: 39 

     Mexico: 30 

     Singapore: 26 

     Iceland: 20 

 

Pre/Post-meeting field trips: 

Number of trips: 16 

Number of trip participants: 350 

Field guides published: 18  

 

All pre/post-meeting field guides are published as U.S. 

Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Reports (series 

2017-5022). All guides are available at: 

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/sir20175022 

 

As of 12 September, 12 of 19 guides are published and posted 

online (some with multiple chapters). As the others are 

completed, they will be posted. Periodically check the site for 

additional publications (guides A to R). 

 

Pre/Post-meeting workshops 

Number of workshops: 13 

Number of workshop participants: ~300 

 

Mid-week field trips: 

3 field trip venues offered 

22 high-capacity motor coaches to transport participants 

1100 people 

800 to Mount St. Helens 

150 to Mount Hood 

150 to Columbia Gorge 

 

32 field trip leaders for Mount St. Helens 

6 leaders for Mount Hood 

6 leaders for Columbia Gorge 

 

Presentations: 

Number of abstracts submitted: 1277 

Number of oral and poster sessions scheduled: 120 

Number of talks scheduled: 557 

Number of posters scheduled: 713 

Number of plenary presentations: 6 

Number of lunchtime keynote presentations: 3 

 

Commission and other meetings: 

Number of commission meetings scheduled: 10 

Number of townhalls and other meetings scheduled: 11 

 

Social activities: 

Number of dedicated early career/student activities: 3 (ECR 

icebreaker; mentor/mentee night; crisis communications panel 

discussion) 

Number of attendees at opening ice-breaker: ~900 

Number of attendees at ECR social: ~400 
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Number of attendees at farewell gala party: ~800 

Screening of the film Into the Inferno 

Hazagora game session 

Public Science night:  Nature's FuryðLiving with Volcanoes 

 

Miscellaneous 

T-shirts sold: 418 

Kegs of beer consumed during poster sessions: 39 

Souvenir bottles of beer with custom printed label and conference 

logo handed out at ECR social: 275 

Number of light rail (MAX) passes handed out: 1200. 

 

 

 
Mount St Helens Moment é Photo: K. N®meth 

 

 

 

REPORT ON AWARD CEREMONY IAVCEI SA 

PORTLAND, AUGUST 15, 2017 
   
 

 

The traditional presentation of awards at Scientific Assembly of 

IAVCEI was carried out in the ballroom of the Portland 

Convention Center (Or, USA) on Tuesday 15, 2017. 

The master of ceremony was President Don Dingwell (assisted by 

IAVCEI SG Roberto Sulpizio), who drove smoothly the assembly 

through the presentation of different medals and prizes. The 

ceremony was well attended by some hundreds of IAVCEI 

members, who collaborate in warming up the atmosphere and 

making a worthy audience for awardees.  

Four medals (Fisher, Wager, Krafft and Thorarinsson) and one 

prize (Walker) were presented.  

 

Fisher medal 

 

This is the new entry in the IAVCEI medals panorama. It honors 

the memory of Professor Richard V. Fisher of the University of 

California Santa Barbara, who was born on August 8, 1928, in 

Whittier, California, and died on June 8, 2002, in Santa Basrbara, 

California.  Professor Fisher is known for his pioneering work on 

pyroclastic density currents.  He developed models for transport 

and deposition based upon very carefully described stratigraphic 

sections and sedimentological properties of the deposits.  His 

models were always based firmly upon his field work. 

  

2017 Medalist:  

Prof. Josè Luis Macias (UNAM, Mexico). Laudator: Prof. 

Claus Siebe (UNAM, Mexico) 

 

 
Figure 1 - Prof. J.L. Macias receiving the Fisher medal from the 

daughter of Prof. R.V. Fisher. From the left t the right the IAVCEI 

President, J.L: Macias, Dianna Fisher Lackie, C. Siebe, IAVCEI 

SG. 

 

Wager medal 

 

The Wager Medal honors the memory of Professor Lawrence 

Rickard Wager of the University of Oxford, United Kingdom, 

who was born in 1904 and died in 1965. Professor Wager is best 

known for the discovery of the Skaergaard layered intrusion and 

the first detailed structural, mineralogical and petrological study 

of such intrusions. The medal is given every two years (i.e. at both 

Scientific and General Assemblies), to a scientist up to 15 years 

after Ph.D acquisition, who has made outstanding contributions to 

volcanology, particularly in the eight-year period prior to the 

Award. 

 

2017 Medalist:  

Prof. Yan Lavallée (Un. of Liverpool, UK). Laudator: Prof. 

John Eichelberger (AVO, USA) 

Prof. Marie Edmonds (Un. Of Cambridge, UK). Laudator: 

Dr. Michael Poland (USGS, USA) 

 

 
Figure 2 ï John Eichelberger introduces the medallist Yan 

Lavallée to the audience. 
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Figure 3 - Citation speech of Michael Poland for Marie Edmonds. 

 

Walker prize 

 

The George Walker Award honor the memory of Professor 

George Walker, who was born on March 2, 1926 and died on 

January 17, 2005. Professor Walker's discoveries pioneered a 

modern quantitative approach to physical volcanology and greatly 

accelerated understanding of volcanic processes. The award is 

given every two years to a scientist up to 7 years after Ph.D 

acquisition. The award recognizes achievements of a recent 

outstanding graduate in the fields of research encompassed by 

IAVCEI, or also a recent graduate whose achievements in 

volcanology involved operating in difficult circumstances. The 

winner will receive a certificate with a cash award. The awardees 

receive a check of 1000 US$. 

 

2017 awardees:  

Dr. Alexa Van Eaton (USGS, USA). Laudator: Prof. Larry 

Mastin (USGS, USA) 

Dr. Sébastien Biass (Un. Of Hawaii, USA). Laudator: Prof. 

Costanza Bonadonna (Un. Of Geneve, Switzerland) 
 

 
Figure 4 - Alexa Van Eaton is receiving the Walker award 

certificate. From left to right: President IAVCEI, A. Van Eaton, L. 

Mastin, IAVCEI SG. 

 

 
Figure 5 - Sébastien Biass is receiving the Walker award 

certificate. From left to right: President IAVCEI, S. Biass, 

IAVCEI SG. 

 

Krafft medal  

 

The Krafft Medal honors the memory of Katia Krafft (1942-1991) 

and Maurice Krafft (1946-1991) who were killed while 

photographing a pyroclastic flow on Mount Unzen, Japan in 1991. 

The Kraffts were pioneers in filming, photographing and 

recording volcanoes. The medal is co-sponsored by the Krafft 

family through the trust fund "Volcan et Images". The Krafft 

Medal is awarded every 4 years at the IAVCEI Scientific 

Assembly to an individual who has made outstanding 

contributions to volcanology through service to the scientific 

community or to communities threatened by volcanic activity 

 

2017 medalists:  

Dr. Marta Calvache (INGEOMINAS, Colombia). Laudator: 

Dr. John Pallister (USGS, USA) 

Prof. Hugo Delgado Granados  (UNAM, Mexico). Laudator: 

Dr. Robert Tilling (USGS, USA) 

 

 
Figure 6 - Citation speech of John Pallister for Marta Calvache. 
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Figure 7 - Hugo Delgado is receiving the Krafft medal from 

IAVCEI President. On the right of Hugo are R. Tilling and 

IAVCEI SG. 

 

Thorarinsson Medal 

 

The Thorarinsson Medal honors the memory of Professor 

Sigurdur Thorarinsson who was born on January 8, 1912, in 

Vopnafjordur, eastern Iceland, and died in Reykjavik on February 

8, 1983. Professor Thorarinsson is known for his pioneering work 

in volcanology, especially tephrochronology of Iceland. The 

medal was donated by the Iceland Geoscience Society. The medal 

is the most senior medal of IAVCEI. It is given every four years at 

the IAVCEI Scientific Assembly to a scientist of outstanding 

distinction who has made fundamental contributions to research 

in volcanology. 

 

2017 medalist:  

Prof. Brice F. Houghton (Un. Of Hawaii, USA). Laudator: Dr. 

Rebecca Carey (Un. of Tasmania, Australia) 

 

 
Figure 8 ï Bruce F. Houghton is receiving the Thorarinsson  

medal certificate from IAVCEI President. On the right of Bruce 

are R. Carey and IAVCEI SG. 

 

 
Figure 9 ï Group photograph of awardees, laudators, and IAVCEI 

representatives. From left to right: D. Dingwell, M. Poland, S. 

Biass, M. Edmonds, D. Fisher Lackie, R. Sulpizio, L. Mastin, A. 

Van Eaton,  B.F. Houghton, H. Delgado, J.L. Macias, J. 

Eichelberger, R. Tilling, M. Calvache, C. Siebe, Y. LAvallée, J. 

Pallister, R. Carey. 

 

Awardees were celebrated during the IAVCEI Presidentôs Dinner 

in the evening of August 15, 2017 at Portland City Grill by 

IAVCEI representatives and past officers. 

 

 
Figure 10 ï Group photograph of IAVCEI Presidentôs dinner 

participants. From left to right: S. McNutt, M. Edmonds, S. 

Sparks, R. Sulpizio, E. Calder, J.L. Macias,  M. Calvache, M. 

Sumita, H. Delgado,  D. Dingwell, R. Cas, B.F. Houghton, S. De 

Silva, H.U. Schminke, Y. Lavallée. Seated: S. Biass, S. Nakada, 

K. Nemeth, J. White. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all our 2017 awardees! 

 

 

Thanks to Silvia Massaro for photographs of ceremony and 

Presidentôs dinner 

 

 

 

Roberto Sulpizio 
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Happy Moments on the IAVCEI Presidentôs Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IAVCEI 2017  

Student Presentation Award   

 

At the IAVCEI 2017 Scientific Assembly, the Local Organizing 

Committee partnered with the IAVCEI Early Career Researchers 

Network (ECR-Net) to create the IAVCEI 2017 Student 

Presentation Awards, which recognize outstanding student 

research. Out of more than 400 student presentations, nine were 

chosen for special recognition.  Three Exceptional Student 

Presentations, with prizes sponsored by Springer, are: 

 

Brett Walker  (University of Hawaii, Manoa) ï Petrologic 

insights into rift-zone magmatic interactions under Kilaueaôs 

Napau Crater (1963-2011) 

 

Euan Mutch (Cambridge University) ï Timing magma migration 

through the Icelandic Crust: from the Moho to the surface 

 

Adonara Mucek (Oregon State University) ï Post-74 ka 

supereruption magma dynamics at Toba  Caldera, 

Indonesia: Constraints from phase equilibria, 40Ar/39Ar and 

(U-Th)/He age determination 

 

In addition, six Outstanding Student Presentations, sponsored by 

Nature Geoscience, are being recognized: 

 

Inga Tarasenko (Université Catholique de Louvain) ï Crusting 

of volcanic tephra deposits: an experimental study 

 

Daniel Rasmussen (Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory) ï 

Multidisciplinary insight into petrologic indicators of eruption 

run-up 


